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‘ e v e r y t h i n g  y o u  d o  S h o u l d  b e  W o r t h y  -  o F  g r e a t  m e r i t ,  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  v a l u e . ’

Congratulations!

Year 7 pupil, Elizabeth 
Marsden writes:

Last week Year 7 pupils went on a 
school trip to the Etihad Stadium 
(home of Manchester City Foot-

ball club) for a tour and presentation 
around and about the club and its 
intriguing urban regeneration tale. 
It started as a dangerous industrial 
area of Manchester that deterio-
rated in popularity. In 1950 there 
were 100,000 inhabitants however 

by 2001 there were only 30,000.

In 2002 the stadium was built; alto-
gether it cost £200,000,000 (£200 
million) and now holds 60,000 people 
(they’re planning another extension). 

After the 2002 games it was 
converted into a football pitch and 
Manchester City club moved in. 

The visit was excellent as we got 
an all access tour around where 

the footballers do their training, 
get changed and warm up, we even 
played a game of crossbar in their 
warm up room. We then went out 
through the tunnel and they played 
the noise that the players would hear 
before a game then made us walk out 
when the manager on the recording 
said to. The guide then told us about 
the field being half artifi-
cial and half real (they 
Continued on page 3...

Year 7 visit sportCitY

Our Year 11 drama pupils 
excelled themselves in 
their Gcse practical 
exam! Well dOne all!
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KeY Dates

spring term

22nd February - 24th march 2016

summer term

11th april - 27th may 2016

6th June - 22nd July 2016

staff training 
DaYs

25th & 26th July 2016

internal exam WeeKs

year 7
W/c 13th June 2016

year 8
W/c 6th June 2016

year 9
W/c 23rd may 2016

year 10
W/c 27th June 2016

Last week, our Year 7 pupils visited Manchester Sportcity. 
This was a wonderful opportunity to see urban regenera-
tion in action and to examine, as part of their Geography 

course, how cities grow over time, develop and change. As our 
pupils prepared to depart it was remarkable how many older 
children recollected their own experiences and remarked on 
how they remembered the trip well. 

Our Year 11 pupils also attended the Maths Inspirations lecture 
on Friday. This was another highly successful visit that really does inspire young 
people to reflect on how knowledge can make a real difference and how inspira-
tional people have taken their love of learning and become highly successful in 
their chosen field.

On Thursday, the canons could also be heard echoing across the school site once 
again, as our Year 8 pupils joined in a series of workshops to re-enact life and 
battles from the Civil Wars between 1642 and 1653. As part of the experience, 
pupils were given detailed demonstrations and explanations of the equipment, 
historical weapons and armour used by soldiers, before having the opportunity 
to ask questions.

In the afternoon, the re-enactors from the Sealed Knot society took to the school 
field and, with pupils standing at a safe distant, demonstrated how to load and 
fire muskets and cannon. Pupils, as you would expect, were amazed at the noise 
and smoke made by the 17th century weapons. It most certainly made me appre-
ciate how it must have felt to be a soldier as the canons fired and the smoke 
drifted across the battlefield.

It is often unique educational experiences such as these that stay with us as the 
highlights of our education. They truly bring learning to life and then often fuel 
further study in class. 

Last week, we were also visited by the Dove self-esteem project as part of our Citi-
zenship programme. I have used some of the material produced by the project in 
my own assemblies previously; the project focuses on topics such as the media, 
social media and advertising and how they promote appearance ideals, images 
that are heavily manipulated, potentially with negative consequences. Pupils 
also learned about self-esteem by examining “strategies to promote and protect 
their body confidence, to champion body confidence in themselves and others”.

With electronic media, tablets, mobiles phones and social networking sites, 
young people are often rarely free of the influences, of such imagery. It is 
partially why in school we ask that mobile phones now remain in bags or out of 
sight.  This will ensure our focus remains on the learning in school, in making new 
friends, in conversation and enjoying being with friends.

Whether it is seeing a city transformed, going back in history, listening to inspi-
rational people, or just being equipped to cope with the challenges that our 
modern world brings, it is simply another week at our school.

Do have a good weekend and I would like to wish you a relaxing and enjoyable 
Easter holiday.

Welcome

HeaDteaCHer’s WelCome

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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noticeboard

HeaDteaCHer’s 
aWarD

Year 7
amy robinSon

ethan martin

Year 8
daiSy cree

ailie bryce

Year 9
liam eaSton

Faith daWSon

Year 10
JoSeph croSSley

georgia pickering

Year 11
nicola ridSdale

kirSten Wright

grow the real grass in the fake 
grass creating the pitch). 

When we went into the 
reporter’s room we 
were able to sit in the 
manages chair and they 
were really comfy, we 
then ate lunch on picnic 
benches. After that we 
went into the shop and 

I bought a teddy bear 
mouse (called Micky) and 

some colouring pencils for 
my brother, others bought 

footballs and bracelets. 

Then we went into the velodrome 
where we saw Olympic cyclists going 
around the circuit, it looked really 
hard. At the Velodrome they also 
have a BMX track and a squash court 
on a hover board! It’s a really exciting 
trip and I wish I could go again.

The best bit for me was the pitch and 
the funniest moment was when I and 
my friend took a selfie together at 
the same time without realising.

...from front page.

information
After the Easter Holidays we will be 
opening a First Aid Room which will 

be staffed by First Aiders. This will be 
located in A Block corridor and will 
replace the current Medical Room.
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As we reach the end of the Spring Term, it is a good 
time for our Lower School pupils to reflect upon 
their successes and achievements over the last few 

months. Our Year 9 pupils have chosen their options for 
their GCSE subjects next year; our Year 8 pupils are making 
good progress in their studies, and our Year 7 pupils have 
settled in very well to secondary school life and are valued 
members of our school community.

The end of term is always a busy time. Our Year 8 and Year 9 
pupils will cheer on their respective teams during the annual rugby compe-
tition on Thursday morning. Also on Thursday, our Year 8 pupils will have 
the opportunity to meet English Civil War re-enactors, learn about life for 
ordinary people during that period of history and try on Civil War armour 
and equipment. Hopefully the weather will dry enough for a demonstra-
tion of muskets and canons on the school field!

As well as having a well-deserved rest, our Lower School pupils should use 
the holidays to think about all the events and opportunities awaiting them 
in the summer term, and what they would like to achieve. Whatever our 
pupils want to achieve, we will be there to support them. In the meantime, 
I would like to wish all our Lower School pupils a happy Easter.

mr sloman Writes:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

loWer School

KeY Dates
S u m m e r  t e r m  2 0 1 6

Year 7
29th June

hiStory viSit to helmSley

1St July

hiStory viSit to helmSley

6th July

the big Sing

13th July

parentS’ evening

Year 8
12th may

charity StallS

6th June

exam Week

20th - 23rd June

geography coaStal FieldWork

4th July

parentS evening

6th July

teen-tech Stem viSit

Year 9
20th april

Junior team mathS challenge

3rd may

yorkShire cup cricket match

23rd may

exam Week

9th June

rS viSit - beth Shalom

13th June

inJectionS

15th July

careerS viSit to hull univerSity

Head of Care and Achievment 
for Year 9, Mrs Geary writes:

On Thursday 17th March, our 
school was one of over a 
hundred schools nationally 

who took part in The Dove Self 
Esteem tour. The aim of the one hour 
session, which complemented the 
work covered in our Year 9 Citizen-

ship programme, was to encourage pupils to consider the effects of Profes-
sional, Personal and Social Media on young people’s self-esteem.

Each session began with Brain Gym activities and then considered how body 
shapes and what is fashionable, have changed over the past century. Pupils 
then watched a specially commissioned Dove film which depicts the process 
which a model’s photo is subjected to before it appears on billboards or in 
magazines. Year 9 were encouraged to consider the implications of photo-
shop editing and the “fake” messages which these type of pictures send to 
people; a link was made about how people feel when comparing themselves 
with images which are not authentic and the long term consequences of such 
comparisons.

The presenters went on to consider Social and personal Media such as “selfie 
culture” and given tips about how to resist appearance pressures and chal-
lenged to think about the comments they make on pictures they see. The 
day finished with a workshop for staff about how to develop the workshops 
further. Thanks to Mr Barrett for organising the day and to staff for their 
support.
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As we approach the Easter break, our Year 12 and 
13 students are in their final preparations for their 
Summer exams. The Easter holidays are an ideal time 

to review and refine study habits, and to make really positive 
progress with revision. So, here are some useful revision tips 
to help you support your child with their revision:

In order to maximise the effectiveness of revision, take a 
short break every 40 minutes. 

Don’t just learn it, apply it. Make sure you are checking that you have under-
stood what you have revised by applying it to exam-style questions.

Break your subjects down into small sub-categories and then set yourself 
realistic time-scales for what you will achieve in each revision block. This 
strategy is proven to make revision more effective.

Make sure that before you begin revising a particular topic, you consider the 
feedback you have received from your subject teacher, and focus on develop-
ing your skills in any areas they have identified as needing work.

Find a healthy balance: give yourself some time off and take some exercise 
as well.

Last week, a number of our Sixth Form students also went out on a visit to 
the Maths Inspiration Lectures. You can read more about this visit below.

Finally, you may recall that recently one of our students, Beth Durrant-
Walker, was successful in applying for the Rotary Youth Leadership Award. 
The members of the Rotary Club who interviewed three of our young people 
were so impressed by the students they met, they are now hoping to be able 
to provide an additional opportunity for another student to take part in the 
Award. We would like to wish them the very best of luck with their interviews.

mrs laWson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

Sixth Form

KeY Dates
S u m m e r  t e r m  2 0 1 6

13th april

aS drama moderation

21St april

Science btec viSit - york univerSity

21St april

a2 drama moderation

13th may

year 12 Study leave beginS

13th may

year 13 leaverS aFternoon

16th may

aS examS Start

18th may

a2 examS Start

15th June

a2 induction aFternoon

17th June

year 12 ucaS convention

27th June

Sixth Form induction day

inspiring our matHematiCians

On Friday 18th March, a group of our aspiring Year 11, 12 and 13 mathematicians watched the Maths Inspiration 
lectures in Leeds. They were treated to three talks from speakers who use Maths in their careers in different 
ways.

The first was an interesting talk by Jen Rogers from the University of Oxford who is a statistician who decides whether 
the test results of a new drug are significant enough to invest in and was currently working on a cure for the Ebola 
virus. It was great to see Statistics used in such an important place.  

The second talk was by Paul Shepherd from the University of Bath. He has helped design many different stadiums 
including Arsenal’s Emirates and he showed us how Architects and Engineers come together to design interesting 
buildings that can actually be physically built!

Finally we were treated to an imaginative talk by Ben Sparks, also from the University of Bath, based on the Sting 
song ‘Shape of my heart’ which not only showed us how to calculate the chances of various hands in poker but also 
how computers can simulate randomness. Ben finished the talk by performing an acoustic version of the song ‘Shape 
of my heart’ on his guitar. 

Our students found the talks very interesting and entertaining at times. I hope it has shown them some real life 
places where maths is used and useful and perhaps inspired them down a maths-based career themselves.
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It was fantastic to be with our Year 11 pupils as they had a 
final revision and prize-giving assembly this week.

The collecting of cup points for various activities has been 
an integral part of their journey through Woldgate so far 
and the competition between tutor groups was great to 
see with all of them hoping that they would have secured 
the highest total, both as a tutor group and on an individual 
basis.

As our Year 11 pupils approach their last few weeks of intensive study 
ahead of their GCSE exams they were also presented with a pencil case 
of goodies that will be useful during their revision. Included within this, 
was a pen drive of resources that different subject departments have put 
together to support them. Plenty of past paper practice will ensure our 
young people are confident in tackling the challenges ahead of them.

For all our Upper School pupils (and our parents that support them), I hope 
you have an enjoyable holiday and come back refreshed and ready for an 
even busier term ahead. Happy Easter!

KeY Dates
S u m m e r  t e r m  2 0 1 6

Year 10
26th april

parentS’ evening

27th may

deSign & technology viSit 
to london v&a

27th June

year 10 exam Week

20th July

priSon me no Way

Year 11
13th may

celebration aFternoon

16th may

gcSe examS Start

10th June

Study leave StartS

14th June

gcSe & btec art open evening

ms longstaff Writes:
upper School

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

examples of Year 11 proDuCt Design WorK

Congratulations to Year 11 GCSE Product Design pupils. Their 
coursework this year is without doubt the best we’ve ever seen at 
Woldgate, improving on an already high standard. Keep up your 
fantastic effort for the exams; we’re expecting great things from 
you!
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What I observed or learned:

Mrs Macdonald met with me in a 
History room in which key words 
and concepts were evident around 
the walls, reinforcing appropriate 
vocabulary for discussion and writing 
in the subject (chronology, causa-
tion, consequence, diversity etc).  
Mrs Macdonald took me through 
the changes to the History curricu-
lum, and explained how account is 
taken of Spelling Punctuation and 
Grammar at the different levels 
(KS3, GCSE, A level).  Literacy is a 
key element in teaching and learn-
ing in History, because the subject 
deals not just with facts but with 
interpretation and argument.  It is 
essential to be able to express ideas 
clearly.  The History department 
Literacy Policy sets out clearly the 
way Spelling Punctuation and Gram-
mar are marked, including the use of 
standardized (whole school) marking 
symbols.  As pupils progress they 
learn how to make their answers 
(or their essays) well-structured and 
coherent. 

In the Art Department too I saw 
keywords around the entire room, 
emphasising the need to have the 
correct terminology for the discus-
sion of ideas.   Critical reflection on 
practical work is a consistent require-
ment in Art – doing is supported 
by reflection – and so it is essential 
to be able to describe and discuss 
work coherently and clearly.  I saw 

Year 8 workbooks with a variety of 
imaginative and exciting designs 
utilizing a range of materials.  Along-
side each one was a paragraph of 
comment, which had been marked 
and corrected by the teacher on the 
basis of content but also expression.  
A useful GCSE guide (Key Words and 
How to Annotate) gives examples 
of ways to describe and evaluate 
art-work).  As in History, the require-
ment to frame answers coherently 
increases to GCSE and beyond, and at 
A level the requirement to produce 
an essay of between one and three 
thousand words, means that pupils 
must be confident in their ability to 
handle language correctly.

Geography also has documents which 
outline strategies for monitoring and 
improving subject specific literacy.  
New techniques are being trialled, 
such as ‘SCOPE’ , which asks:

Spellings: Accurate? Corrections 
done?

Capital letters : Start of sentence? 
Names? Places?

Organisation: Paragraphs?  Titles?  
Dates?

Punctuation: Used correctly? Vari-
ety?  Corrections?

Edit your work: Have you responded 
to targets?  Added keywords? 

Used an academic writing style?

Additional strategies include Speech 
Writing, Storyboard, Visual Literacy 
and Pyramid Strategies.  Also being 
trialled is ‘BUSY’ - a technique used 
to improve exam literacy:

Box command words

Underline key words

Scribble extra information

You must use case studies
 

What I would like to know more 
about:

Better literacy raises pupils’ attain-
ment in all subjects. It may some-
times seem like a lower priority in 
subjects where facts or practical 
work are the principle concern.  But 
in all subjects the ability to present, 
discuss and document  is crucial.  It 
would be useful to see the equiva-
lent of the History Literacy Policy 
for all subjects.  I believe that the 
importance of literacy is understood 
by all, and I have seen many student 
presentations which demonstrate 
that Woldgate students are able to 
speak confidently.  I would welcome 
a presentation to Governors on the 
subject of whole school Literacy with 
examples from across the curriculum 
(including Sciences, PE etc).

governor visits - literaCY in tHe Humanities
On February 29th, Governor Roger Marsh visited the Art, History and Geography Departments.
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